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The Iron Age spans from the later eighth century BC through to the time of the Roman invasion
of Britain, although, like the transition between many periods, there is no definitive occurrence
which separates this from the Late Bronze Age. Many of the characteristics, originally thought
to exemplify the period, can now be associated with the Late Bronze Age. These include the
construction of hillforts (Haselgrove, 1999 p.113).

Unlike during the earlier periods, the people of the Iron Age did not construct monuments to
demarcate the burial of their dead. There are, however, examples of specialised interments, such
as those of the Arras Culture of Eastern Y orkshire. This community was quite contained and
shows strong interaction with the continent through chariot burials. An example of these were
found at Dane’s Graves (Cunliffe, 1991 p.77)

The inhabitants of Britain were socially grouped and occupied loose territories. These groups are
likely to have stemmed from extended families. The settlements range from small homesteads
to massive earthwork enclosures. These are often found on higher and the larger of these are
referred to as hillforts. The dispersion of hillforts is largely weighted towards the south and



[image: image2.png]southeast, the region of the Welsh Marches and the western coast of Scotland (Cunliftfe, 1995,
Fig.3 p.15). It has been questioned whether these fortified enclosures were primarily constructed
for defensive use, as a display of power or as a focal point for a wider spread community.

One of the most documented explanations for the sparse settlement of the North West region is
that of it’s agricultural marginality (Cunliffe, 1991 p.247 Nevell, 1999 p.14). As already
mentioned above, the cooler air currents comingin from the Atlantic, bringing with them a higher
precipitation rate, combined with the higher altitudes, affecting temperature, greatly reduced the
ability to grow crop and therefore support large communities.

These factors may have pushed the economy of the people to favour animal husbandry as
opposed to agriculture. This, together with the isolated and inhospitable terrain, may have
reduced the need for defended community centres, dividing the people into smaller groups
(Cunliffe 1995, p.278). This may also explain why the territory known as Brigantia, which
occupied much of northern England, is generally accepted as not being one tribe, but a
confederation of smaller ones.

Of those few hillforts in the region two notable ones are Almondbury, Yorkshire(c.20 miles to
the northeast of Mellor) and Mam Tor, Derbyshire(c. 1 2miles to the southeast of Mellor).

Almondbury underwent at least six phases of development during the prehistoric times. It began
as an open settlement at the end of the third millennium, and gradually gained defences. Firstly
by a single ditch, followed by successive ditches and ramparts. The first ditch was 3m wide and
two metres deep, encompassing an area of 2.2hectares (5.5acres)-the same as Mellor. Its final
stage was of slighting by burning in 43 1bc +/-180 (Varley, 1976 p.127)
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